(B) THE FAITH PRINCIPLE (VS. 4, 5)

“Now if a man does a piece of work, his wages are not counted as a favor; they are PAID AS A DEBT. But if without any work to his credit he simply puts his faith in him who acquits the guilty, then his faith is indeed counted as righteousness. (NEB)

If a man is paid for some work he does, such payment is not an act of grace but the meeting of a legal obligation. If man can perform a duty which is paid off by the wage of righteousness then faith and grace have nothing to do with the whole saving matter. However, God has ruled out the works principle entirely. In the first place there is no contract. God has not offered to pay man a righteousness bonus for a certain amount of work. We repeat, there is no work contract. Man has sought to create one, and has foolishly lived as though there were one. This is damning self-delusion. In fact God has declared that there is no such work contract – “It is NOT OF WORKS!”

God is dealing with the ungodly on a different principle. We have been through all this in recent lessons. Jesus Christ, having dealt with our sins in His death, makes it possible for God to extend the gift of righteousness to all who will believe in Jesus. The ungodly man presents NO WORK of his to God as a ground for God’s favorable regard. He comes apart from works altogether and puts his complete trust in Jesus Christ. In response to this faith God declares the ungodly man righteous in Christ Jesus.

When teaching the Epistle to the Romans in Chicago, one of the class composed this simple but emphatically true chorus.





Trusting in Jesus alone,




Trusting my Saviour divine;






Trusting in no work





In nothing of mine!





Trusting in Jesus alone.

(C) THE DAVIDIC CONFIRMATION (Vss. 6-8)

This is the happy state of the man whom God COUNTS RIGHTEOUS, apart from his achievements, as David expresses it: “Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven and whose sins are covered. Blessed is the man to whom THE LORD WILL NOT RECKON SIN “(JBP). “Happy is the man WHOSE SINS THE LORD DOES NOT COUNT AGAINST HIM.” (NEB)

Paul pauses in his treatment of Abraham’s justification by faith without works, to introduce a confirming witness in the person of David, the greatest and most beloved of Israel’s kings. Not only was Abraham justified by faith, but “DAVID ALSO describeth the blessedness of the man, unto whom God IMPUTED RIGHTEOUSNESS WITHOUT WORKS. This is a twofold witness not easily rejected – Abraham and David:


Paul is quoting from the 32nd Psalm. Luther calls this a Pauline Psalm. “it was hung up by Augustine at the foot of his dying bed, that his eyes might linger on the words that show the blotting out of sin by God.”


Blessing is one of the prominent words of the covenant God made with Abraham. Not only did He promise personal blessing to Abraham, but promised also that in him should all families of the earth be blessed (Gen. 12:3). Paul, writing to the Gentiles, refers to this statement when he says that “the scripture, forseeing that God would JUSTIFY THE HEATHEN, preached before THE GOSPEL unto Abraham, saying, “In thee shall ALL NATIONS be BLESSED” (Gal. 3:8). This blessing was to be accomplished through Abraham’s seed. “He saith not, and to seeds, as of many; but as of one, and to thy seed, which is CHRIST” (Gal. 3:16).

David had experienced this blessedness personally. He described it both negatively and positively. “God imputeth righteousness without works, and negatively, blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin.” David ha sinned. So have you and I. If God does not provide some way for sin to be dealt with apart from us we have no hope. To stop sinning does not erase the sin already committed. There is a way, however, for iniquities to be forgiven and sins covered. David’s sins were dealt with by the same method as yours and mine. God so removed them by imputing them to “the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. (Rev. 13:8), that He could in justice impute righteousness to David. This was not done for David on the basis of works but of faith. David cast himself on God’s forgiveness through the seed and was blessed with the blessing of Abraham. He was one of Abraham’s children as are all who place their faith in Jesus Christ.
(D) THE EXCLUSIVENESS OF FAITH (Vss. 9-12)


God had ordained the
sign of circumcision as a token of the covenant (Gen. 17:11). It was a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he had. However, that which was good and had a divine purpose when rightly understood and used, had deteriorated into a fleshly badge of religious privilege instead of a sign of humble penitent faith in the covenant God. With fierce fanaticism the Jews insisted upon the rite of circumcision. To the majority, the circumcision which is outward in the flesh (2:28), was all that was required by God to fit a man for the divine presence. Paul had already dealt this a strong blow in chapter 2. Paul at no time questioned the value of circumcision as a sign and seal of THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF THE FAITH which Abraham had already received. Circumcision, however, was no substitute for faith!

The validity of Paul’s position is seen in verse 10 where a question is asked and answered. It has already been established that Abraham was justified by faith. When this happened, was he a circumcised man? He was not; he was still uncircumcised. Abraham was justified by faith fourteen years before he was circumcised. Therefore, circumcision had nothing to do with Abraham’s justification. To the Jew who faced the historical evidence, this was a shattering blow to his faith in the mechanical grace presumably imparted through circumcision.

Paul knew better, however, than to treat circumcision as something meaningless. He was not trying to eliminate the true meaning of circumcision, but rather to deal with the serious error of depending on the rite as a justifying act. He now sets it in proper context. It was afterward (after being justified) that the sign of circumcision was given to him, as a seal upon that righteousness which God was accounting to him as yet an uncircumcised man (JBP).

“A sign points to the existence of that which it signifies.”

Circumcision was intended to signify the faith which trusted completely in God and His Word. It was death at the place of human generation. It was death to the boastful claims of human accomplishment in attaining to a righteousness by works. It was a sign of faith in God. The sign without faith became a religious badge without any relation to spiritual reality. In fact, it became an impediment to the possibility of true spiritual experience, since men depended upon it being thereby blinded to the need of true repentance and faith. Circumcision was a seal of the righteousness of faith. If there was no prior righteousness of faith then circumcision had no divine validity and became something entirely divorced from reality. When rightly understood it had divine meaning which God had revealed. When wrongly understood it became an empty religious practice.

Abraham was justified by faith and later circumcised. In Paul’s day the Jews were strong believers in the saving merit of circumcision. Many Jews who received Christ still clung to the necessity of circumcision. In fact this was the issue of the first great threat of division in the early churches. Acts 15 records the conference of leaders in Jerusalem to deal with the matter. Many Christians of Jewish background believed that in coming to Christ the Gentiles should be circumcised. Paul said circumcision is NOTHING, and uncircumcision is nothing, but the keeping of the commandments of God (I Cor. 7:19). Physical circumcision in the Christian era is NOTHING.

Paul now shows that the circumcision of Abraham’s life make him the father both of uncircumcised Gentiles who have faith in God, and of circumcised Jews who walk in the steps of THAT FITH OF OUR FATHER Abraham, WHICH HE HAD BEING YET UNCIRCUMCISED. Both Jew and Gentile can claim him as father so long as they have the faith which brings them into vital union with Abraham’s God.
